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Abstract 
A museum is an institution established for public interest with 
collections properly protected against loss or damage, well recorded on 
labelled, employing full time staff for its management and open to the 
public at reasonable limes and charges if any. Museums in Nigeria are 
public in the sense that they are established with public funds whether 
they are National (Federal), State or University Museum. Their duties 
show that they are for public education without stricture; normally 
collecting, researching, educating, entertaining, stimulating national 
interest, protecting the resources for the reconstruction of the nation’s 
past and providing the culture historical link between Nigerian peoples, 
Essentially therefore, the philosophy behind the establishment of 
museums lies in the pursuit of national identity, national consciousness 
and cultural independence, 

General Introduction 

The word ‘Museum’ is derived from Greek word ‘Mouseion’ which means abode, home or 

temple of the Muses and where the daughters of Zeus. The king of Olympia gods lived. Since they were 

good at music, poetry and dancing. They helped men to forget their sorrows and anxieties through these 

activities, Hence, mouseion came to be associated with a place where people’s mind found rest and peace 

from every affairs. 

The story of the recollection of all the charges in our value and belief systems, the changes in the 

habits and skills, the result from our association with the European is the history of Nigeria. It is. fact a 

nation is great because of its wealth, but any great nation must have a solid cultural background from 

which its foundation for development is laid. It is based on this that Nigeria Museums are engaged in 

assembling, conversion and presenting those materials information about man, his activities and his 

environment. 

The purpose of museums in the organization of prehistoric studies is the provision of space for 

processing, storage and display of archaeological Ends and ethnographic as well as modern art objects. 

Museums not only serve as centers of tourist attraction but also regarded as place of entertainment and 

therefore, offer recreational facilities to both the young and oil, literate and illiterate. 

It is worth nothing that Museum development in Nigeria began during the colonial period. The 

British colonial administration thought it necessary to establish a Museum in Jos in 1952- This is because 

of the discoveries through mining activities of artifacts such as terra-cotta Figurines, Iron Implements (Hoe 

and Cutlass) which dated the development of iron making in Nigeria. 

The international council of Museums (ICON 1976), defines Museum as a non-profit making, 

permanent institution in the service of the society and its development and open to the public which 

acquires, conserves, researches, communicates and exhibits for the purpose of study, education and 

enjoyments, material evidence of man and his environment. Similarly, Onwuzolum (1992), asserts that a 

Museum is a cultural institution whose primary responsibility is with the collection, preservation and 

display of natural objects for the advancement of knowledge. It is further asserted that one thing that is 

common to all Museum is the need for collections, thus making collections to be the framework for a 

Museum, Akinade, (1996). A Museum serves as a preservation of the country’s cultural and natural 

heritage. 

The Development of Jos Museum 

The national Museum Jos did not open to the public until 1952. It was the presence of Tin Mining 

that accounted for the original Archaeological interest in the area and in fact gave rise to the 
existence of Jos Museum. A large number of objects collections in the mining industries were rescued and 



this formed the basis of the museum. Jos Museum is the second oldest Museum in Nigeria after small 
range of exhibits and facilities. 

With the el torts of Bernard fagg Government Archaeologists and K.C. Murray, Surveyor of 
Antiquities, a Museum building was constructed from 23rd Sept. 1949 and opened on April 26, 1952, being 
the first of its kind in Nigeria,. It was the collection of objected dug up during mining operations in the 
;920s and 1939s that attracted the first archaeologists to the area. Most of the visitors to the Museum were 
mine workers on whose vigilance the safe recovery of further archaeological materials so much depended. 
A collection of traditional works of arts was first conceived in 1933 by Mr. H.E. Duckworth. 4 his study is 
discussed under the following sub-themes, the discovery of Nok artifacts by miners, the need for a 
building, creation of the Jos Museum, guide to the Museum, relevance of the Museum to the community 
and finally is the conclusion. 

Nzewunwa (1983), asserted that Jos is also the headquarters of the Archeology and Research 
Division of the National Commission for Museums and Monuments. There is a center for Museum studies 
for the training of Museum technicians opened in 1963. 

The Discovery of Nok Artifacts by Miners 
The discovery of Nok artifacts can be attributed to the Discovery in southern Zaria in 1944 of the 

two thousand years old Terra-Cotta figurine of the Nok culture through mining activities. This mining 
activities led to die discovery of Terra-cotta figure, various iron implement like hoes, cutlasses etc. the first 

discovery according to Jenkur (1992), was made at Nok in 1928. This was a terra-cotta figurine head of a 
monkey. This head was found from the Tin-bearing gravels out of which it was washed during the mining 
operations. This was later taken to mines Museum in Jos out of Curiosity by colonel J. D. Young. He 
further, said this was to remain unique until 1949 when another discovery was made some sixty-five 
kilometers South-East of Nok in Jema’a Tsuani. A tributor working here had dug up a sculpture of a head 
beneath eight meters of alluvial deposits. He later presented this to his clerk who took it home and set it on 

a pole to scare the birds away from his farm. A year later, this was noticed by the manager of the mine and 
subsequently taken to Jos. it was shown to Mr. Bernard fagg who was later appointed Government 
Archeologists. 

Fagg, visited the mining operations in the Nok valley in 1949 and realized on inspection that a lot 
of archeological materials were being excavated with the tin stones and being lost. With the cooperation of 
the workers in the mine fields were alerted and asked to report any pottery or other artifacts, which might 

emerge. A large number of figurine and other archeological objects were rescued in this way and tin’s later 
formed the basis of the Jos museum collections. 

The Need for a Building 

The discovery of the Nok Artifacts and the archaeological finds in the mining areas around Jos 

brought the necessity of establishing a place to store and display them for intellectual studies and general 

interest. A collection of traditional works of art was first conceived in 1933 by H.E Duckworth, Museum 

Journal (1978). Also, at this time, certain people were making collections of their own to try to protect 

works of art from foreign buyers and neglect. Among these people was K.C Murray who in 1943 

eventually persuaded the government to set up the Nigerians Antiquities Service. Murray, was appointed 

first surveyor of antiquities. It was mainly through the efforts of Murray and Fagg, that this Museum was 

founded following the discovery of the Nok figurine culture in Southern Zaria province in 1944 (23 years 

of Jos Museum 1978). 

In the annual report for the Antiquities services for 1948, it was stated that at the beginning of the 

year, the archaeologist at Jos had insufficient storage in an isolated corn store in open farmland and in 

small office building in the fringe of town, he rented a house twelve miles way at Bukuru. which was 

fortunately large enough to give him room for a darkroom and workshop. However, this house was pulled 

down. He was given temporary accommodation in Jos but with no space for a workshop. 

Although there was clearly an urgent need for an all purpose built Museum providing workspace, 

laboratory facilities and a display gallery, the changes seemed slim. Due to overwhelming programme of 

building before the public works department and is critical storage of supervisory staff the prospects of 

making a start within three years seemed negligible, as the Museum was very low on 

the priority list. A proposal was therefore, put forward that the building should be constructed under the 

direct supervision of the government archaeologists. This was accepted and the museum erected, largely 

by the hands of the Museum workers themselves. The foundation stone of the Museum was laid on 23rd 



September 1949 and it was formally opened by Governor Sir John Macpherson on 26lh April 1952 (25 

years of Jos Museum 1978). The design was made by an architect Mr. Y.C.N. Hames in his spare time. 

Creation of the Jos Museum 

According to Nzrewunwa (1983), the Jos Museum is the second museum in Nigeria after the 

small Museum at Esie, near llorin which opened in 1945. It is the second largest Museum in the country, 

for many years Jos was the headquarters of the Federal Department of Antiquities until this was eventually 

transferred to Lagos. It offers a wide range of exhibits and facilities for visitors. It is also the principal 

research station for the department. It was by the combined efforts of Bernard Fagg, Government 

Archaeologist and K.C. Murray, surveyor of Antiquities that led to the development of the Jos Museum in 

1952. 

In addition, Nzewunwa, asserted that Tin Mining for which Jos is Famous was responsible for the 

foundation of the Museum. It was the collection of objects dug up during mining operation in the 1920’s 

and 1930’s that attracted the first Archeologist to the area. The Jos Museum was first opened to the public 

in 1952, (Museum Journal 1978). The establishment of the Museum can be attributed to the discovery on 

Southern Zaria in 1944 of the two thousand years old terra-cotta of the Nok culture. This is the mining area 

around Jos also presented urgent needs and in fact resulted in the opening in 1952 of the Jos museum as 

the archaeological branch of the Nigeria Museum. The Museum contains the Nok Terra-Cottas, Ife bronze 

heads, Benin and Yoruba brass work, woodcarvings from all over the country. It also, contains books 

written by northern scholars, rubes, masks, stone and iron implements, which encouraged as part of the 

Museum. There is also, a Museum zoo which was developed on the grounds of the museum in 1955. 

Nzewunwa (1983), further observed the different units found within the museum. The Museum 

has archaeological, ethnographic and architectural collections. Among facilities available at the Jos 

museum are, a zoological garden, craft-shop, pottery Museum kitchen, transport exhibition, the Museum 

of Traditional Nigerian Architecture (MOTNA) etc. There is also a center of Museum studies, for the 

training of museum technician opened in 1963. The Jos Museum, is also the headquarters of the 

Archaeology and Research Division of the National Commission for Museums and Monuments. 

Guide to the Museum 

The Museum building that were opened in 1952 comprised of the Gallery, small Library, a small 

store and a wing containing two offices, a workroom laboratory, darkroom, garages, bight of Benin. 

However, many additions have been made to this original set of buildings among which was the 

administrative block built in 1957 which features three beautifully carved Yoruba Veranda posts and a 

large library. There is also a Museum zoo which was developed on the ground of the Museum in 1955. 

The Gallery 

The main gallery, which was opened to the public in 1952, forms the nucleus of the museum. It 

comprises of the ethnographic and archaeological sections. There are two main archaeological displays, 

the first on entering the gallery is a display of the Paleolithic period-the early stone age, the second gallery 

is of features and material from the Nok culture. The ethnographic section is divided into three units; these 

are done for easy references and identification purpose. Most of the objects displayed are artifacts objects 

show the artistic skill of the peoples of Nigeria. The materials include carved Ibo and Idoma face-marks, 

Benin and Ife Bronze Castings, Hausa and Yoruba Musical Instruments, Hausa and Fulani Traditional 

dresses and material from Jukun and Mumye people. 

The archaeological section is referred to as the ‘mother’ of the Museum because the earlier finds 

in these sections gave idea of collection and gave birth to the subsequent establishment of the Jos Museum. 

It presents proofs of the civilization (Nok culture) that once existed. The Nok culture is said to have 

existed for about three thousand years (500 B. C.-200 A.D). It is also said to have gone 
through the stone Age and Advance to the Iron Age when fire was discovered. The Nok civilization is said 
to have been far ahead of the western world civilization. The Nok civilization grew to a stage of depicting 
information on clay, examples of such are, their mode of dressing, hairstyle, domestic animals, medical 
care system and religious beliefs. 

In summary, the Nok finding shows that there art is unique, very original with no resemblance 
with others. The Nok Terra-cottas are used as thatch to indicate the huts, which are use as shrines. Since 
women and no-initiated young-men are not finals to warn off females from passing even close to then. 
Usually such huts are isolated from the rest of the domestic dwelling huts. 



Library 
The Museum library has a collection of about 10,000 books and periodicals, many related to the 

particular discipline represented at the Museum. The library is preserving some of the oldest Arabic 
manuscripts still in existence in Nigeria. It also houses some other famous manuscripts like palmer’s 
papers of the northern Nigeria. The library is mainly for Museum Staff but other research the fellows are 
generally allowed to use it with special permission. 

Museum Store 
A massive cart of the museum never seen by the public is the store. In Jos there are two main 

stores. One of the ethnographic materials, which include almost everything from carving and costumes to 
musical instruments, agricultural implements and hunting equipment. There is also a separate store for 
pottery. However, only a tiny portion of the best of the Museum’s collection is on display in the galleries 
but by means of temporary exhibition such as this more objects can be displayed. 

Administrative Section 

In the government establishment, the administrative section deals with the employment, 

discipline, welfare and normal roll. But based on the categories of staff, the administrative section of the 

Museum is solely responsible for the employment of junior Staff. The section is concern with the 

discipline of staff both senior and junior. By and large the section is a sensitive section because of its role. 

Center for Museum Studies 

This was established in 1963 and it served African members of the United Nations Education 

Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO), south of the Sahara. The courses here are held both in 

English and French. This is the only school in West African where Museum technicians are trained. The 

students hostels is built in a traditional manner (Tiv round huts). During the long vacation, these houses 

serve as economic accommodation for tourists. This center was established by the joint effort of the 

Nigeria government and the United States of America. These students are from Nigeria and other African 

countries. 

Bright of Benin 

This is a unique feature of Jos Museum. It is built in a style of Benin palace. Here, after going to 

see the historic traditional exhibits at the Museum and being satisfied with the entertainment at the zoo, 

one can then relax at the Bright of Benin. The Bright of Benin is a traditional eating and drinking house, 

this provides relaxation not for the UNESCO schools alone but also for staff, visitors and members of the 

public. 

Staff Accommodation 

Also to be found within the Museum compound are several houses all incorporating elements for 
traditional design. These range from beautiful Museum rest houses to simple round houses of the type built 
by the Tiv. These buildings also serve a temporary accommodation for Museum workers and students 
from other West African countries coming for students at the institute of Museum and archaeological 
studies. The organization trained technicians such as, the pottery Museum, zoo Museum, Open-air 
Museum, Architectural Museum, etc. 
Zoo 

This is situated on the Museum land and had its entrance facing the front of the Museum. Behind 
the entrance gate is a little beatifically bridge, which provides a passage for visitors to cross the brook that 

adds to the curiosity in this wooded zoo. The bridge line cages animals in padlocks. These are built among 
tress and rocks and the ecology of each of these animals and birds has almost the exact environment in 
which it was supposed to live. Living happily in the zoo are animals, which are rare in the wildlife,. The 
leopard, monkeys, chimpanzee, tortoise, copra peacock, lion, etc, unlike the Museum, there area entrance 
fees into the zoo, which are charged at subsidized rate of Three Naira (N3.00). It is estimated that average 
daily visit by people here is about hundred and fifty. (25 years of Jos Museum 1978). 

The Museum records showed that the first lion were donated by the later Alhaji Sir. Ahmed 
Bello, the Sardauna of Sokoto, and the Museum was first among Nigerians zoos to have lions. People also 
donated animals freely then. It was also managed by interested people who became members of the 
zoological society. The greatest joy of its existence is the surging crowd of fun seeking visitors picnicking 
during festivals such as Sallah, Christmas, New Year and Easter’s holidays. This generates substantial 



revenue to the commission contrary to happenings in other Museums in Nigeria. (Museum Newsletter 
1998). 

Relevance of the Museum to the Community 

The Jos Zoo and Museum complex are located in the heart of the city. The complex proximity 

and its diverse and distinctive exhibits accounts for its complex proximity and its diverse and distinctive 

exhibits accounts for its popularity. It is easily accessible to both the town dweller ands causal visitors and 

its cool airy shade and the continuous chirping of tropical birds are a course of repose form the humdrum 

of city life (Plateau State today 1978). 

The zoological garden was established in 1957 as an additional attraction to the Museum. The 

zoo which started with a few pets donated by well wishers now harbours over two thousand animals and 

birds. It is maintained by the zoological society of Jos, which was constituted in 1960. The padlock and 

cages of birds and animals are built among trees and rocks. It had a stock of mammals, birds and reptiles 

including lions, elephants, tigers and crocodiles. Thus, these serve as a tourist center. However, it is 

believed that the average number of children to the Museum is one hundred and fifty per month, but on the 

whole the Museum record about six thousand five hundred visitors both within and outside the state thus, 

making the state a pleasant tourist center. By virtue of its existence, the Jos Museum have aided in 

reducing the number of unemployment by providing people with jobs. 

The Museum have also serve as a center of studies, research and other purposes. The Jos 

Museum has expanded its programmes, which include the training of personnel’s on different field of 

Museum. As a result of the joint effort of Nigerian government, and the United State of American, a 

UNESCO training school was established in 1963. These students come within Nigeria and other African 

countries. The organization trained techniques, such as, the pottery Museum, zoo Museum, Open-air 

Museum, Transport and Mining Architecture Museum, etc. 

Museum serves as an educational resources center for both young and old in our community. 

Museum supply concrete basis for conceptual thinking. They make learning more permanent and through 

their various programmes enlighten its community on the functions of the Museum. 

The Museum educational unit organizes out of school holiday activities in the Museum. The unit 

also organizes symposia and discussion groups or debate for students as well as the general public to 

educate them on the Museum objects. Through these and many other ways, the education unit in a 

Museum is helping children and even adults to enjoy and profit from the great cultural heritage, which she 

possesses. 

Conclusion 

To include this essay however, we have been able to discuss the various factors that led to 

development of Jos Museum. The first subheading was about the discovery of the Nok artifacts by Miners 

and the archaeological finds around Jos. In the second subheading we saw the need for building house to 

store some of these artifacts. 

A third sub-heading was also devoted for the creation of the Jos Museum. Here we saw when the 

Museum was officially open, the kinds of services it provides and the different units found within it. 

Lastly, we are also able to look at the relevance of the Museum to the community or people around it. 

Museum is known as a house of culture worldwide. For the Museum to maintain its objectives and 

responsibilities to the country, she must protect the country’s precious antiquities from being illegally 

smuggled out of the country. This is because every country is busy protecting its ancient objects of 

historical and cultural values. 
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